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Supporting Motivating and Enjoyment
Overview of Handwriting Need
[bookmark: _GoBack]When SEND children struggle with motivation or enjoyment around handwriing, it is so important to try to shift the experience from being frustrating to one that is achievable, engagingand purposeful.
How can I help?Use choice and ‘gamification’
Children who are demotivated by handwriting often feel a lack of control- give them some ownership back by turning handwriting into a game-like experience:
· Offer choices:
 ‘Do you want to write with raimbow colours or with a gel pen?’
· Use reward-based or game systems:
Sticker charts, mystery letter hunts or ‘beat the clock’ letter formation challenges
· Try apps or interactive tools that turn handwriting practice into digital games
‘Writing Wizard’ or ‘LetterSchool’)
· Avoid over-correcting during these sessions- the goal is to build self-esteem and to offer a ‘low stakes’ enjoyable experience
Use short, frequent practice sessions
· Start with 5-10 minutes of focused handwriting practice every day
· Choose 1-2 target letters/joins per week
· Use visual reminders: letter strips, tracking cards, highlighted lines
· Praise effort and not perfection
· Comic strip
· Choosing a topic or special interest to write a story about
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Purpose 
Increase motivation by connecting handwriting to the child’s interests and real-life experiences:
· Write letters to friends and family
· Comic strip about special interest or favourite character
· Make signs for bedroom or labels 
· Keep a personal diary 
· Design their own {anything to do with interest!]
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Further support and resources:
https://www.happytracing.com
https://www.splashlearn.com/ela/writing-games
On apple devices: https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/trace-it-try-it-handwriting-exercises-for-kids
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