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Supporting Indecipherable letters
Overview of Handwriting Need
Supporting a SEND child with indecipherable letters in handwriting requires an approach that is patient, structured and considers multisensory opporutinities. Indepcipherable letters often result from difficulties with:
· Fine motor control
· Spatial awareness
· Letter formation
· Visual processing                               How can I help?2
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Incorporate Multisensory techniques
· Embrace tactile: letters in sand, shaving foam or on a textured surface
· Air writing: large arm movements build muscle memory
· Use app or stylus tool on tablets.

Back to Basics: Letter Formation
· Focus on correct starting point and direction of letters- many children form letters incorrectly, leading to them becoming difficult for others to read or illegible.
· Use letter families to group letters by movement pattern (e.g. ‘c’ family: c, a, d, g, o and q)
· Use tracing, rainbow writing, or dot-to-dot to reinforce correct motor patterns.
· Model and say aloud the strokes as the child writes (e.g. ‘Start at the top, go down, bounce back up.’
Use Visual and Spatial Cues
Provide paper with clear visual boundaries:
· Triple-line paper (top, middle and base lines)
· Laminate writing guides or overlayers for repeated practice with whiteboard markers.
· Highlight base lines to reinforce where letters should ‘sit’
· Use boxes or grids to help with spacing and proportion of letters
· Introduce the ‘Sky-Grass-Ground’ concept: 
-Tall letters (e.g. b, l, h) go to the sky
- Most letters sit in the grass
Descenders (e.g. g, y) go into the ground

· For consistency for our students, whatever approach is used at home should be shared at school and vice versa. 
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Further support and resources:
https://www.teachhandwriting.co.uk
https://www.nha-handwriting.org.uk
https://www.yourtherapysource.com/blog/category/handwriting
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