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• Welcome and introductions

• Why reading is so important

• What we do to support reading at Corley

• What you can do to help at home

• Time for questions

Today’s session agenda:



• Mr Binns: Assistant Headteacher-Curriculum
Previously: Curriculum Lead for English and currently in advisory role
Currently: Senior English teacher and co-ordinates reading age data and 
maps progress ‘on a page’

• Mrs Foxon: Assistant Headteacher- Teaching and Learning
• Previously: Curriculum Lead for English
Currently: Fresh Start Reading Leader (Read, Write, Inc Phonics)



Why reading is so important



Why is reading so important?

1. Develops self-confidence and self-esteem

2. Access to more curriculum subjects

3. Boost employability and life skills

4. Builds connections between people

5. Develops vocabulary and communication skills



What we do to support reading at 
Corley



Step 1: We look at the data and make it context-
specific. What does this mean for your child?

Children will access to 25+ books 
at home complete an average of 2 
more years of school progress than 
those with no books at home. 

A child spends 900 hours a year in 
school and 7800 hours at home.

Research shows that just 20 
minutes of daily reading with a 
child helps them to develop critical 
reading skills.

“Reading frequency is also at a 

historic low, with 20.5% of eight-

to 18-year-olds reporting 

reading daily in their free time, 

compared with 28% last year. 

The gender gap in reading 

enjoyment has widened, with 

28.2% of boys aged eight to 18 

now saying they enjoy reading 

in their free time, compared with 

40.5% of girls.”
National Literacy Trust 2014

Reading, language acquisition 
and retaining of vocabulary can 
pose its own set of challenges 
for autistic learners.



Step 2: We train our staff to be ‘experts’ in developing 
reading

1. All staff trained in ‘Fresh Start’- Read, Write, Inc phonics for 
older students.

2. All staff trained in identifying and supporting Dyslexia within 
classrooms- National College.

3. Regular internal CPD and quality assurance directly linked to 
reading across the curriculum.

4. Reading Leader- K. Foxon- responsible and regularly kept up 
to date on phonics interventions.



Step 3: We use a range of assessment tools- delivered 
with your child’s needs in mind

1. GL Assessment Dyslexia Screener- all students in the school, including those with diagnosis of 
Dyslexia- are screened to encourage best practice and pinpoint needs.

2.    NFER Reading age testing- half-termly (we do the online version).

3.    Fresh Start phonics baseline assessment and re-assessment on a termly basis.



Step 4: Once needs identified, we address them with 
interventions and wider school reading celebrations…

Drop Everything 
and Read and 

Recommended 
Reads

Giglets Fresh Start 
interventions

Student voice-
Mentor rooms and 

Library stocking

Library re-launch

Staff reading signs 
and lunchtime 
reading clubs 

(coming soon!)

Celebration events 
and visiting guests

All teachers are 
‘teachers of 

reading’



What you can do to help at home



“You are the glue”

1. Find an uninterrupted ‘safe space’- think about timing and 
environment.

2. Seek support from Mr Binns, Mrs Foxon or Ms Kelly if you need 
support with finding the ‘right’ book or increasing your number of 
books at home. Help is available.

3. Take turns with your child- if they are insecure to start with, reading 
to them or sharing the reading is just as impactful.

4. During reading, encourage children to use expression when they are 
reading the words of different characters.

5. Discuss the punctuation- e.g. what do we do when we see a ? or !

6. Discuss any alternative words- where a writer has used ‘huge’, why 
did they not just write ‘very big’? Explore choices.



What you can do to help at home

7. Gently correct- use modelling to chunk the sounds and make yourself vulnerable (if 
you wish to) to show we are all on a learning journey with our reading.

8. Pause after each chapter or paragraph and ask your child if they can re-tell the story 
in their own words and take it further by seeing if they can make predictions.

9. Try to read for at least 20 minutes daily but, with busy family life, aim for this length 
of session at least 3 times a week. DEAR sessions at school can support this- if you think 
your child would benefit, just contact us and we can arrange this.

10. After the reading session, talk about what your child enjoyed about the reading 
today. If they are not enjoying the book or you think it is too difficult, do not persist if it 
will upset them- keep the momentum and get in touch so we can help to find the 
perfect book.





https://wordsforlife.org.uk/activities/sharing-stories-together/

Virtual School Library
https://wordsforlife.org.uk/virtual-school-library/

https://literacytrust.org.uk/

https://www.badgerlearning.co.uk/reading-at-home-tips-free-pdf-
dowload.html - mz-expanded-view-1663623556288

Further websites:

https://literacytrust.org.uk/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/
https://wordsforlife.org.uk/virtual-school-library/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/
https://www.badgerlearning.co.uk/reading-at-home-tips-free-pdf-dowload.html#mz-expanded-view-1663623556288


Email addresses for further support:

Amy Kelly: Curriculum Leader- English
a.kelly@corley.thrive.ac

Nick Binns: AHT Curriculum
n.binns@corley.thrive.ac

Kate Foxon: AHT Teaching and Learning: Fresh Start Reading Leader
k.foxon@corley.thrive.ac

Any questions?


