
  
 

 

 

Recommended Reads 

15 books to read before you are 15 

Book Name and Author  Blurb  

Wonder by R.J. Palacio  

 

August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has prevented him from going to a 
mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to be treated as an 
ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face. Wonder, begins from 
Auggie’s point of view, but soon switches to include his classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and others.  

  
  

Wink by Rob Harrell  

 

Ross Maloy just wants to be a normal seventh grader. He doesn't want to lose his hair, or wear a weird hat, 
or deal with the disappearing friends who don't know what to say to the cancer kid. But with his recent 
diagnosis of a rare eye cancer, blending in is off the table. 

 



  

Madame Doubtfire by Anne Fine  

 

Madame Doubtfire by bestselling author Anne Fine is a wonderfully funny, punchy story about 

family life. Lydia, Christopher and Natalie are used to domestic turmoil. Their parents' divorce has 

not made family life any easier in either home. The children bounce to and from their volatile 

mother, Miranda, and their out-of-work actor father, Daniel. Then Miranda advertises for a 

cleaning lady who will look mind the children after work - and Daniel gets the job, disguised as 

Madame Doubtfire.  

 

Welcome to Nowhere by Elizabeth Laird  

  

Twelve-year-old Omar and his brothers and sisters were born and raised in the beautiful and 
bustling city of Bosra, Syria. Omar doesn't care about politics - all he wants is to grow up to 
become a successful businessman who will take the world by storm. But when his clever older 
brother, Musa, gets mixed up with some young political activists, everything changes . . .  

Before long, bombs are falling, people are dying, and Omar and his family have no choice but to 
flee their home with only what they can carry. Yet no matter how far they run, the shadow of war 
follows them - until they have no other choice than to attempt the dangerous journey to escape 
their homeland altogether. But where do you go when you can't go home?  

  



  

A Kind of Spark by Ellie McNicoll   

 

A Kind of Spark tells the story of 11-year-old Addie as she campaigns for a memorial in memory of the 

witch trials that took place in her Scottish hometown. Addie knows there's more to the story of these 

'witches', just like there is more to hers. Can Addie challenge how the people in her town see her, and 

her autism, and make her voice heard?   

The Day of the Triffids by John Wyndham

  

Bill Masen, bandages over his wounded eyes, misses the most spectacular meteorite shower 

England has ever seen. Removing his bandages the next morning, he finds masses of sightless 

people wandering the city. He soon meets Josella, another lucky person who has retained her 

sight, and together they leave the city, aware that the safe, familiar world they knew a mere 

twenty-four hours before is gone forever.  

 

But to survive in this post-apocalyptic world, one must survive the Triffids, strange plants that 

years before began appearing all over the world. The Triffids can grow to over seven feet tall, pull 

their roots from the ground to walk, and kill a man with one quick lash of their poisonous stingers. 

With society in shambles, they are now poised to prey on humankind. Wyndham chillingly 

anticipates bio-warfare and mass destruction, fifty years before their realization, in this prescient 

account of Cold War paranoia. 
 

 



  

Goggle Eyes by Anne Fine  

 

Kitty Killin is not only a good storyteller, but also the World's Greatest Expert when it comes to 
mothers having new and unwanted boyfriends. Particularly when there's a danger they might turn 
into new and unwanted stepfathers...  
  
  

 

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by  

Douglas Adams  

  

Seconds before the Earth is demolished to make way for a galactic freeway, Arthur Dent is 
plucked off the planet by his friend Ford Prefect, a researcher for the revised edition of the The 
Hitch Hiker's Guide to the Galaxy who, for the last fifteen years, has been posing as an out of work 
actor.  
  

Together this dynamic pair begin their journey through space aided by quotes from The Hitch 

Hiker's Guide "A towel is about the most massively useful thing an interstellar hitchhiker can have" 

and a galaxy-full of fellow travellers: Zaphod Beeblebrox - the two-headed, three-armed exhippie 

and totally out to lunch president of the galaxy; Trillian, Zaphod's girlfriend (formally Tricia 

McMillan), whom Arthur tried to pick up at a cocktail party once upon a time zone; Marvin, a 

paranoid, brilliant and chronically depressed robot; Veet Voojagig, a former graduate student who 

is obsessed with the disappearance of all the ball-point pens he has bought over the years.  

https://www.goodreads.com/genres/childrens


  

Journey to the River Sea by Eva Ibbotson  

 

Sent in 1910 to live with distant relatives who own a rubber plantation along the Amazon River, 
English orphan Maia is excited. She believes she is in for brightly colored macaws, enormous 
butterflies, and "curtains of sweetly scented orchids trailing from the trees." Her British 
classmates warn her of man-eating alligators and wild, murderous Indians.   
Unfortunately, no one cautions Maia about her nasty, xenophobic cousins, who douse the house 

in bug spray and forbid her from venturing beyond their coiffed compound. Maia, however, is 

resourceful enough to find herself smack in the middle of more excitement than she ever 

imagined, from a mysterious "Indian" with an inheritance, to an itinerant actor dreading his 

impending adolescence, to a remarkable journey down the Amazon in search of the legendary 

giant sloth.  

 

A Kestrel for a Knave by Barry Hines  

  

Life is tough and cheerless for Billy Casper, a troubled teenager growing up in the small Yorkshire 
mining town of Barnsley. Treated as a failure at school, and unhappy at home, Billy discovers a  
new passion in life when he finds Kes, a kestrel hawk. Billy identifies with her silent strength and  

she inspires in him the trust and love that nothing else can, discovering through her the passion 

missing from his life. Barry Hines's acclaimed novel continues to reach new generations of 

teenagers and adults with its powerful story of survival in a tough, joyless world.  



  

Looking for JJ by Anne Cassidy  

 

Three children walked away from the cottages on the edge of town toward Berwick Waters. Later 
that day, only two of them came back. . . .  
      

Alice Tully knows exactly what happened that spring day six years ago, though it's still hard for her 

to believe it. She'll never be able to forget, even though she's trying to lead a normal life--she has 

a job, friends, and a boyfriend whom she adores. But Alice's past is dangerous, and violent, and 

sad . . . and it's about to rip her new life apart.  

 

Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson  

  

Jess Aarons has been practicing all summer so he can be the fastest runner in the fifth grade. And 
he almost is, until the new girl in school, Leslie Burke, outpaces him. The two become fast friends 
and spend most days in the woods behind Leslie's house, where they invent an enchanted land  
called Terabithia. One morning, Leslie goes to Terabithia without Jess and a tragedy occurs. It will 

take the love of his family and the strength that Leslie has given him for Jess to be able to deal 

with his grief.  



  

Tightrope by Gillian Cross  

 

When Ashley climbs up and graffiti tags a wall in the middle of the night, she has no idea how 
serious the consequences will be. Someone sees her, someone dangerous. Now Ashley is being 
watched . . . and followed. Then the notes start arriving, becoming progressively sinister. When  

the threats turn deadly, Ashley realizes she can't confront the stalker alone and seeks the help of 

local gang leader Eddie Beale. But Eddie's help doesn't come for free-he expects something in 

return. Ashley has to decide how far she's willing to go-and what she's prepared to risk-to unmask 

her stalker.  

The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson 
Burnett  

 

When orphaned Mary Lennox comes to live at her uncle's great house on the Yorkshire Moors, 
she finds it full of secrets. The mansion has nearly one hundred rooms, and her uncle keeps  

himself locked up. And at night, she hears the sound of crying down one of the long corridors. The 

gardens surrounding the large property are Mary's only escape. Then, Mary discovers a secret 

garden, surrounded by walls and locked with a missing key. One day, with the help of two 

unexpected companions, she discovers a way in. Is everything in the garden dead, or can Mary 

bring it back to life?  

  


