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Recommended Reads — YEAR 8

13 books to read before you are 13

Book name and Author

Blurb

Tally is eleven years old and she's just like her friends. Well, sometimes she is. If she tries really hard to be.
Because there's something that makes Tally not the same as her friends. Something she can't cover up, no
matter how hard she tries: Tally is autistic.

Tally's autism means there are things that bother her even though she wishes they didn't. It means that some
people misunderstand, her and feel frustrated by her.

People think that because Tally's autistic, she doesn't realise what they're thinking, but Tally sees and hears -
and notices - all of it.

And, honestly? That's not the easiest thing to live with.




A Boy Called Hope by Lara Williamson Dan Hope is 11 years old. His dad left his family when he was little. One day, after arguing with
/; > (/,“_:_ Dan's mother, his dad walked out the door and never came back. Dan is starting to feel his dad's
= el i absence more and more. His best friend Jo, who is crazy about saints, and his new-found friend
Christopher, expert at Taekwondo, help him get through his sorrow over his dad, and find a way to
accept his mum's new boyfriend into his life. And through all this he has his annoying older sister to

worry about as well.

James Bond will one day become the world’s most famous spy, but at the moment his challenge is
to fit in at his new school - making friends, learning the rules and facing up to bullies. Unknown to
James though, there is an even tougher challenge awaiting him- something mysterious and deadly
lurking in the water. Something called SilverFin.




The Borrowers by

Mary Norton
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The Borrowers are tiny people who live in the secret places of old houses - behind the mantlepiece,
inside the harpsichord, under the kitchen clock. They borrow everything from humans, existing on
the scraps they collect from the homes they live in.

Arriety Clock's father, Pod, is an expert borrower, able to scale curtains using a hatpin, and bring
back a doll's teacup without breaking it. Girls aren't usually supposed to go borrowing, but Pod
makes an exception for Arrietty, who can't wait to explore the house and gardens that lie beyond
her cramped home. But when she is at last allowed to accompany Pod on one of his borrowing
expeditions, something terrible happens - she is 'seen' by a human boy.

T

hé Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S.

Lewis

When the Pevensie children - Peter, Susan, Edmund and Lucy - step through a wardrobe door in the
strange country house where they are staying, they find themselves in the land of Narnia. Frozen in
eternal winter, Narnia is a land of snow and pine forests, and its creatures are enslaved by the
terrible White Witch.

Tempted by the promise of endless Turkish Delight, Edmund becomes the White Witch's servant -
and its up to his brother and sisters to release him from his enchantment and to rid Narnia of the
witch. But just when it seems that all hope is lost, the Great Lion Aslan returns to help the children
to save Narnia.




Once by Morris Gleitzman
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My name is Felix. This is my story.

Felix has been living in an orphanage for three years and eight months when the men in armbands
arrive to burn the books.

Going on the run in search of his parents, Felix soon learns that Poland in 1942 is not a safe place for
Jewish boys. But can his gift for storytelling keep him one step ahead of the Nazis and help him find
his parents?

Granny by Anthony Horowitz
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Twelve-year-old Joe Warden isn’t happy. Sure, he’s rich, but his parents don’t care about him. His
grandmother should make everything better, except that Joe’s granny is a nightmare. She’s not just
physically repulsive, she’s horribly mean. Everyone thinks she’s just a dotty old woman, but Joe
knows the truth. He’s seen behind her mask and glimpsed the wicked glimmer in her eyes—she is
pure evil. And now she’s out to get Joe, unless he can stop her and her band of nasty grannies first.




Fruit and Nutcase by

Jean Ure

This is the story of how Mandy learns to cope with her untidy life and finally emerges triumphant.

Mandy Small has trouble writing so Cat, her teacher, suggests that she tells her life story into a tape
recorder. So begins Mandy’s funny and sometimes sad story of life with her loving but chaotic parents
— Dad, the Elvis look-alike, and Mum, whose idea of a special meal is burnt toast!

Then there’s school, where the horrible Tracey Bigg picks on Mandy and her timid friend, Oliver, not
to mention Old Misery Guts, the landlady and Nan, who thinks that Mandy’s parents aren’t fit to look
after her. With so many things to worry about, Mandy begins to think that she’s in danger of turning
into a real Fruit and Nutcase!

This is the story about how one ordinary nine-year-old child and three classmates are full of empathy
for Ahmet, a boy that comes to their school as a refugee from Syria (he is the boy at the back of the
class).




lllegal by Eion Colfer

Ebo: alone.

His sister left months ago. Now his brother has disappeared too, and Ebo knows it can only be to
make the hazardous journey to Europe.

Ebo's epic journey takes him across the Sahara Desert to the dangerous streets of Tripoli, and finally
out to the merciless sea. But with every step he holds on to his hope for a new life, and a reunion with
his sister.

When 12-year-old Al Chaudry learns there is a time machine, made by his father, sitting in the garage
of his old house, he has to go and get it - doesn't he? Then he can travel back in time and save his
father's life.

With his pet hamster Alan Shearer for company, Al is determined to follow his dad's instructions. But
time travel can be tricky and there are strict rules. Can Al race against time to change the past and the
future, while keeping hold of Alan Shearer and not arousing suspicion?




The Girl of Ink and Stars by Kiran Millwood
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Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella Riosse dreams of the faraway lands her father once mapped.
When her closest friend disappears into the island's Forgotten Territories, she volunteers to guide the
search.

Following her map, her heart and an ancient myth, Isabella discovers the true end of her journey: to
save the island itself. For beneath the dry rivers and smoky mountains, a fiery legend is stirring from its
sleep...

SAFAH MO_OME

On her 11th birthday in 2018, Alice finds a mysterious black box on the beach. She discovers it's called
a C-Bean and imagines it belongs to her. Together with her five schoolmates - the only children on the
newly re-inhabited remote island of St Kilda - they soon realise it has extraordinary powers and can
transport them anywhere in the world. Before long, Alice and her friends find themselves immersed in
all sorts of thrilling adventures, from Central Park to the Amazonian rainforest to the backstreets of
Hong Kong, as they uncover danger and subterfuge threatening the world's eco-systems. With a stray
dog and a garrulous parrot they seem to have acquired along the way, they overcome their fears as the
C-Bean helps them unravel the mysteries of time and tides, understand the interconnectedness of all
things, and in the process succeed in safeguarding the future of their tiny Scottish island.







