
  
  

   

Recommended Reads – YEAR 7 

12 books to read before you are 12 

  

  

Herbert Lemon, Lost-and-Founder at the Grand Nautilus Hotel, knows that returning lost 

things to their rightful owners is not easy – especially when the lost thing is not a thing at 

all, but a girl. No one knows what happened to Violet Parma’s parents twelve years ago, 

and when she engages Herbie to help her find them, the pair discover that their 

disappearance might have something to do with the legendary sea-monster, the 

Malamander. Eerie-on-Sea has always been a mysteriously chilling place, where strange 

stories seem to wash up. And it just got stranger...  

 

  

Floella Benjamin was just a young girl when she, her sister and two brothers arrived in 
England in 1960 to join their parents, whom they had not seen for fifteen months. They had 
left the island paradise of Trinidad to make a new home in London – part of a whole 
generation of West Indians who were encouraged to move to Britain and help rebuild the 
country after the Second World War.  
  

Reunited with her mother, Floella was too overwhelmed at first to care about the cold 

weather and the noise and dirt from the traffic. But, as her new life began, she was shocked 

and distressed by the rejection she experienced. She soon realized that the only way to 

survive was to work twice as hard and be twice as good as anyone else.  



  

  

6,000 years ago, the land is one dark forest. Its people are hunters and gatherers. They 

know every tree and herb and they know how to survive in a world steeped in 

enchantment, menace, and powerful magic. Until an ambitious and malignant force 

conjures up a demon; a demon so evil that it can be contained only in the body of a 

ferocious bear; a demon so hungry for death that it slays everything it sees; a demon with 

the potential to destroy the world. Only Torak and his wolf companion can save the world.  

 

  

Elliot's mum is ill and his home is under threat, but a shooting star crashes to earth and 
changes his life forever. The star is Virgo - a young Zodiac goddess on a mission. But the 
pair accidentally release Thanatos, a wicked death daemon imprisoned beneath  
Stonehenge, and must then turn to the old Olympian gods for help. After centuries of cushy 

retirement on earth, are Zeus and his crew up to the task of saving the world - and solving 

Elliot's problems too?  



  

  

Violet Veil wants nothing more than to prove her worth and become her father’s 

apprentice at Veil & Sons Undertakers. And one rain-soaked night she gets her chance 

when she meets a boy, Oliver, who is wandering around the graveyard. Only, the last time 

Violet saw Oliver, he was indoors and very much dead, waiting to be buried. Violet has just 

found her first case, and it doesn’t get bigger than this: can she, with the help of her dog, 

Bones, help Oliver solve his own ‘murder’?  

 

  

Darkus can't believe his eyes when a huge insect drops out of the trouser leg of his horrible 
new neighbour. It's a giant beetle – and it seems to want to communicate.  

But how can a boy be friends with a beetle? And what does a beetle have to do with the 
disappearance of his dad and the arrival of Lucretia Cutter, with her taste for creepy 
jewellery?  

  



  

  

When they first arrived, they came quietly and stealthily as if they tip-toed into the world 
when we were all looking the other way.  
  

Ade loves living at the top of a tower block. From his window, he feels like he can see the 
whole world stretching out beneath him.  
  

His mum doesn't really like looking outside - but it's going outside that she hates. She 
prefers to sleep all day inside their tower, where it's safe.  
  

Except it isn't any more. Strange plants have started to take over and tower blocks are 
falling down around them.  
Now Ade and his mum are trapped and there's no way out . . .  

 

  

Feodora and her mother live in the snowbound woods of Russia, in a house full of food and 
fireplaces. Ten minutes away, in a ruined chapel, lives a pack of wolves. Feodora's mother is 
a wolf wilder, and Feo is a wolf wilder in training. A wolf wilder is the opposite of an animal 
tamer: it is a person who teaches tamed animals to fend for themselves, and to fight and to 
run, and to be wary of humans.  
  

When the murderous hostility of the Russian Army threatens her very existence, Feo is left 

with no option but to go on the run. What follows is a story of revolution and adventure, 

about standing up for the things you love and fighting back. And, of course, wolves.  



  

  

At the age of five, little orphan Heidi is sent to live with her grandfather in the Alps. 

Everyone in the village is afraid of him, but Heidi is fascinated by his long beard and bushy 

grey eyebrows. She loves her life in the mountains, playing in the sunshine and growing up 

amongst the goats and birds. But one terrible day, Heidi is collected by her aunt and is 

made to live with a new family in town. Heidi can't bear to be away from her grandfather; 

can she find a way back up the mountain, where she belongs?  

 

  

Twelve-year-old villain Artemis Fowl is the most ingenious criminal mastermind in history. 
His bold and daring plan is to hold a leprechaun to ransom.  

But he’s taking on more than he bargained for when he kidnaps Captain Holly Short of the 
LEPrecon (Lower Elements Police Reconnaissance Unit). For a start, leprechaun technology 
is more advanced than our own. Add to that the fact that Holly is a true heroine and that 
her senior officer Commander Root will stop at nothing to get her back and you’ve got the 
mother of all sieges brewing!  
  

  



  
 

  

 

  
  

The classic story of friendship between man and beast. Young Mowgli escapes the vicious 
jaws of the growling tiger Shere Khan, and is adopted by Father Wolf. As he grows up, 
Baloo the Bear and Bagheera the Panther teach Mowgli the Law of the Jungle, and so his 
extraordinary adventures begin . . .  
  

The adventures of Rikki Tikki Tavi the snake-fighting mongoose, little Toomai and the 
elephant's secret dance, and Kotick the white seal are all part of Mowgli's extraordinary 
journey with his animal friends.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



  

  

Peter is just an ordinary boy, who loves playing football with his friends and eating cake – 

until war comes to his city and the whole family have to go into hiding.  

  


